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Refugee
by Marika Stephanou

[ remember running

Running through the darkness

Gray skies in my eyes longing for solitude
My freedom withered

There was no light

Only infinite darkness

Agony and anguish awaited

The offspring of despair ready to play

In this foreign land everything that ever existed migrated

through my veins
All sights seared into my mind with the hot branding iron of tragedy.
My nightly screams perforated the sky
like calls of escaped parakeets,

My mother’s soft caress the only cure,

We fled in the darkness, my mother uttering quiet prayers
[ remember her futile pleas

For protection,

For safety,
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We found the boat
A rickety craft that held us in her embrace.
An embrace of utter discomfort.
Contorted, distorted, unsupported my body flailed
between sweaty desperation
The bruises sigils of malevolent personifications
The boat was hell
But you must understand that no mother puts their child in a boat
unless the water is safer than the land.

Hand over everything in your possession
Packed next to a hundred desperate others
You think to yourself

This boat is not large enough

Not strong enough

Not stable enough

to carry this much sorrow to the shore

Is drowning easier than staying?

There is no words to describe the idea of what it is

like to lose a home
At the consequence of never finding home again
Your life split between foreign lands and borders

Welcomed with profanity, showered with hate

How could humanity become this one cruel inhumanity
Where one’s sorrow is met with disgust

Where one’s cry for help is met with a slap

Where one’s suffering is met with ignorance

My mother once a woman who would drown oceans
Now lay powerlessly in tremor covered in rubble
My father wasting beside her
Delicate, desperate, depressing prayers, the only words
that could manifest upon my tongue
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Yet how long until they worked?

Where were these beings we all prayed to when we needed them
most?

When I was powerless to help them, even to comfort them?

Were they lost in some silent, lightless hall?

The tears, the horror twisting my face into an anguished grimace
I roared in agony
For [ was being taken away from my wasting mother and father,
I could only scream at the heavens as the rains came
and washed away my tears
A mockery of melancholy

Fires raged inside my rib cage as I watched my mother

beg on her knees for
I was her world
And her world was being ripped from underneath her feet

The thick warm dust choking me as I gasp for air between sobs
My hands steel framed as I grasp the wired border

A thick crossed wire grid divides me

It divides my eyes,

My smile

My never ending river of tears

[ crumple the sky and wrap myself in it

Time and time again

in hopes to replicate the warm comforting embrace of my mother
[ try to find a home but where should my feet go?

my home is the mouth of a starving shark
the barrel of a loaded gun

the helpless personification of death
Staring deep into my ocean eyes

I cannot escape the borders
The borders that were created not by some divine power
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but by man’s own two hands

[ am Imprisoned, divided, trapped in this hopeless maze

of borderlines
forever to be labeled
arefugee.

bexxeHely,
Mapuka CredaHy

S moMHI0 KaK Mbl 6exanu

Bexxasnu CKBO3b TbMY

Cepble HeGeca B MOMX IJ1a3ax KaXKAYIIUX OJUHOYECTBA
Mos uccsakias ceoboa

CBeT ucues

TosibKO GeCKOHeYHast ThMa

OxuJiaHve 60U U MYKHU

JUTs 0TYasiHUSA TOTOBO UTPATh CBOK POJIb

B sTO uyxK0¥ 3eMJ1e BCce UTO KOT/Jja-J1IM60 CyIeCTBOBAIO
IJIBLJIO [0 MOUM BEHaM
Bce BOKpYT XKIJI0 NaMATh pacKaJeHHbIM XKeJIe3HbIM KJIeiMoM
Tparejuu
Mowu HO4YHbIE CTOHBI JbIPSIBUJIN HEGO
KaK KpUKH yJIETEBIINX IOMYTaeB

HexxHOe pHUKOCHOBEHHE MO€el MaMbl €JUHCTBEHHOE JIEKAPCTBO
Criacasice Mbl 6€XaJld B TEMHOTE ¥ MaMa IIeNTaaa TUXHUE MOJUTBEI
S noMH10 ee TIEeTHbIE MOJIBGEI

0 3aluTe

0 CrlaceHUuH

MBI HalIK JIOAKY
YT/n0e cyfieHbIKO NPUHSBLIEe HAC B CBOU 00'bATbHS
OO BAThS HEMBICJUMBIX CTPaJaHUI
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Moe HeMoIIIHOE 6eCIIOMOLIHOE TEJI0 APO0XKAIO0
B THCKaX MOTHOTO OTYasIHbS
CHHSIKM CJIOBHO MeYaTH NOCTaBJIeHHbIE 0JIULIETBOPEHHBIM 3JI0M
Jlogka ctajsia agoM
Ho BbI 10/IKHBI YSICHUTD, YTO HU O/{HA MaThb He MOCAJJUT CBOE JIUTS
B JIOZKY
ecJI1 BoJla He OyZieT 6e30MacHed ueM 3eMJist

OTpait Bce 4yTO y TebS eCTh

B TecHOTe eCATKOB TaKHX »Ke OTYasIBILIUXCS
ThI IyMaelllb IPo ce6s

JTa JioJiKa He TaK BeJIMKa

He TaK IpoYyHa

He TaK HeCOKpyLIMMa

4YTO6 K Gepery JoCTaBUTh CTOJILKO rops
YTo sierye yTOHYTb UJIM OCTATbCA?

HeT cyioB 4T06 onucaThb CMbICT Ppasbl

MOTEePATh CBOU J0M

B ToM cMbIc/ie UTO Tebe ero yke He 06pecTu

2KusHb packosioTa MeXAy 4y>KHUMU 3eMJISIMU U TPaHULIAMU

[IpuBeTCTBYyeMOE KOIIyHCTBAaMHU OChIIaeMO€e HEHABUCThIO

KaK 4eJI0BeYEeCTBO CMOTJIO CTaTh 3TUM JKECTOKUM
6ecuesioBe4eCTBOM?

['1e TBOS Meyasib BCTPEYAEeT OTBpAleHHE

[71e TBOU KPUK O OMOII[Y BCTPEUYaeT MOIIeUUHY

[ie TBoe cTpajJjaHue BCTpeYaeT Ge3MbIC/ine

Most MaMa *KeHIIMHA KOTOpas MOTJila BbIYepHaTh MOpe
Tenepb GECCU/IBHO JIEXKUT B TOPSAUKE CPEJIU PYUH

Moii oTel| 3aAbIXaeTcs PAAOM C HEN

MsrKue TAroCTHbIE OTYasTHHbIE MOJIMTBBI

e/IUHCTBEHHbIE CJIOBA KOTOPbIE MOT BEIMOJIBUTb MOU A3bIK

Korga korza e ux ycapimar?
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['ne 6bLJIM 3TU CyIIeCTBA KOTOPbIM Mbl MOJIMJIMCH, KOTOPBIE ObIIU
HaM TaK HY>XHbI?
Korza 6bly1a He B cuJiax 1 IOMOYb UJIK XOTS 6 yTEIUTh
OJIM3KUX?
MokeT noTepsiiu Mbl 60r0B B KAKOM-TO TEMHOM
1 6e3MOJIBHOM 3aJie?

Yaxac U cie3bl IpeBpaTU/IA MOe JIML0 B TpPUMacy MyKH

B aronuu g peBena

KOT/la Yy MeHsl OTHUMaJIM 06eCCUIEHHBIX OTLja U MaMy

£l MorJ1a To/IbKO YTO-TO KpUYaTh HebecaM KOrja A0XKAW NPULLIN
Yl CMBIJIM MOM CJIe3bl

[JlyM/1eHbe Ha/i YHbIHbEM

Mos rpyzb nbliasia OTHEM KOTAA MaMa yMoJIsijla UX

10J13ast Ha KOJIEHSIX
{1 6bL1a ee MUpOM
W 3TOT MUp BBIPBIBAJIU Y HEE U3-TIOJ, HOT

['ycras Temsias NbUIb JYLIUT MEHS KOTAA 5 IJIOTAK0 BO3AYX
MEX/AYy PhIAaHbIMU

Mowu pykH 06paMJIeHBI CTAJIBIO KOT/A 51 XBaTal0

KOJIIOUYIO IIPOBOJIOKY IPAaHHULbI
TosicTas KpecTooOpa3Has ceTKa lepeceKaeT MeHs
Ona nepecekaeT MOH IJ1a3a
Mot ynbIOKYy
Moo 6eCKOHEUHYIO PEKY cJie3

5 He60 MHY B pyKax U yKpPbIBAaKOCh UM
CHOBa U CHOBA
B HaJIeXK/le KaK TOrJa Oy TUTh TEIJIbIE YTEIIALIIE
00BATHUS MaMbl
A neITatock 06pecTy A0M HO KyZia MHe HallpaBUTbh MOU My Th?

Moii oM nacTh ToJIOHOM aKyJIbl
CTBOJI 3aPSXKEHHOTO PYXKbS
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BecrnomolHoe BOMJIOLIEHHE CMEPTH
3arVisiJIbIBAeT B [VIyOMHY MOUX OKEAHUYECKUX IJ1a3

§1 He Mory BeIpBaTbCs 32 3TU TPAHULIBI
['paHUIIBI KOTOPBIE CO3/1aHbI He 60XKECTBEHHOU CUJION
HO JIMIIb PyKaMH YeJI0BeKa

{1 6po1ireHa B TIOpbMy

pa3opBaHa Ha 4yacTu

s MoMiMaHa B JIOBYILIKY 6€3Ha/[e?KHOT0 JJAOUPUHTA IPAHUI]
MHe BeYHO HOCHUTB 3TOT SIPJIBIK

GexxeHell.




